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HE liguid-cooled ADIS0 has been were restricted but most will have besn it may be a bit long in Model chan F 
T buzzing ug and down UK reads for 17 unplugged ey now]. Im addition unfaired ver- the tooth, hutasa = g - 

years now and bikes don't stay that sions were sold of the Ft and F2 (F for used buy the AD35015 ! h = RD350LC 
long on the madel line-up without being faire}, called the N and M2 (M for naked] ‚abike for the next > | ! : a White, blue | 
exceedingly good. And reliable, The last few it's taken ages, but ADAEDs are now old thrillenium = - BOcr ach with | 
new ones have just been sold 20 it's second- hat: narrow tyres, 15mph sigwer {han an contrasting sttckers \ 
hand only fram now cn, Aprilia RS25J, =lightly wabbly handling, Few changes during | 

When the original RD350 — tha LG - krakes that leck feet. But an BRGS0 will still lifer = carbs ravised; be: 
appeared in 1980, ts byvo-stroke twin-aylin: make you grin, which is what it's all about, bars arleedurider 
der engine was a technategical revelation, Im The-old RO beats tha modern stuff with a ercine lo restnct movement 
stock tim the LS would leave the air-cooled proper dual seat, riding position that won't an rubbermounis which was cracking exhaust 
F50s ol the day far dead, crippla you, a faur-galları tank, and an engine pipes. Lastmodes wi havaTM- or A-plates, 

In 1884, Yamaha upped the stakes and that's sasier fo work on. A good used one 

adoed the innovative power-valve mecha- can be had for under two grand, wheress a 

nis which vares the exhaust port height ta bea.grand RGW is a blow-up waiting Io happen. 

give a-howling top-end and good midrange So who buys them these days? 

trastabality. They called it the Yamaha Power Either the. semi 

Walve Sysları PrYPWSI skint, or older peo- 

A gend RO350 YPWS will hit 120mph and ple who sppreciete 

handle weil enough to be enjoyable. We're the fun inherent in a good 

talking top laughs for as little as 21200 AD350. Lee of 

A gusstion mark. has always hovered over Birmingham's Speedaway RD350 YPVS A 
Ihe 350L0’s reliability, In reality, the LG Maotoroyeles says: "The 84: power-valva modes. Bikani fairng, 
YEVE, or otherwise] is a pretty reliable Gike - last two ve had went to isingprate rear shock, all- 

for a two-stroke - a0 long as it hast been middle-aged people.” niesy rame anc forks, shottatd 
subjected to any home tuning. Huge Tony Greenslade, mem- iy | 

ameunts of power gan be squeozed from the bershiß secretary of the 

engine, but for each extra bhp comes Ihe LG Owrers Club, agrees: 

insrsased threat of a blow-up. "Lots of people ir Iheir 305 

With a good, ow-mileage bike running top and 40z, wha wanted 

grade oil, a 3000-mile tour isn't aut of the them when they were 

question. Find yourself the owner of a poorky younger are buying them.” 

rebullk Bike and yaur Ile could soon dissolve The smell of two- 

it tears of frustration. Many RD350s spend stroke ail smoke hanging 
half their lives Being lashad togelher and the argund you; Ihe feeling as the other half Being thrashed back inte the work- revsrise past 6000; Ike front end o tt: it--and Alu, se 
shop: awoid at all costs. geingIight; hesligan rides down fast = 2 ! y 

There ars five basic types of Yamaha A-roads. Allthis is par and percel ol = v = 

RO3S0: the original 350.5 ino powersvalvs, the RO350 experienze. You can buy a use to uali 
basic monoshock, cureed spoke wheels] the Kawasaki Z%-8# and nde it sedately. iy - D q RD350F & 
first YPWS Tbikini fairing, rising-rale rear sus- You can buy a Honda Blackeind and b Pa RD350N unfalredversion A | 
pänsion and slight wonble at speed; the F1 never exceed Ihe tar. You can buy a ! two-stroke oil $H Full fairing, newiolocks, mproved 
ttapered black gipes, new frame, more 318 and use it for city commuting. But . N terakes and suspension, more power. 
power; tha F2 {allay end cans an ine you can't, you just can't, buy an RO350 ; Hedowhiteblus, 
silencers, a tad more power) and the RDSSOR and resist Ihe temptation ta screw Il lo Dave Wöoolley; owner | 
{made in Brazil, twin-haadlamps, early ones the fimit. Bliss ... a = za | 

a Bere R 3 a = HE 

Gavin Adams Tim Humphries i I 
I Duncan Powell 21, student, owns a 26, accountant, owns a 1989 F2 model “ I we! 

22, injection maulder, 1990 F2 model bought used for £1050 . . 

o owned a 1994 RO350R * Twasthe First i bike Ewa had. “TT had an £E00 reulld Just before | boaght it s the firs Tim Thompson 
) bought new, He soldit Tha previgus owıer masıa wisar wo-etrokel've ever owmed. 33, RiDEeditor 

with 15,500 miles up anditwas min 1 lpoked ala lol ‘As long as you aren’ doing many miles anddan'tiiva ) HAD oy st 380G when was RD350F2.A 
“FOL haweto welch whiat ou buy heiore | bowght it because there in boum Inay'regieeal,” at college. A dribbled oil fram the RD3S50NZ unfaired version 

Dave Woolley because there are some dodgy se sone awdulonesaroend.H exhaustsealsandhadabig Ally endgansonsilengers, restyled 
29, rat-catcher (1), owns a 1991 F2 model, s, Mine lenkedesheusisenls wasn't he lastestihing on the Steven Barrett midrange flat spot. But it made 86. tankwwithaireraft-shde filer more | 

ch he bought used. It now has 4000 allihe time. &1 oae paint it was costing mealartune. road, bullhe way Ihe power came In was incredibde 1 19 motoreycle mechanic, has a 1995 me a sixth-farm legend. When it got stalen, | vwas so poves, new carbs, VWhitered 
miles up bar | 560 11 itwas rating: [ tnink the crank wagon e was wiitlen-off with 10,000 miles op £3500 worte ol RD350R bought new ugset | nearly gave up bikes allagether. In 1986 | Bought 8 Nayseölours: blackigrey/red, whlteired 
"THIS ig my Yhireh F2 e had & blue gneanda red-and- way auf” damagetoa bike that was anly worth wogrand.” “THEY'RE vary good bikes if yau'nd not used 10 ding high A nee N-moget. did 16,000 miles withou! & propes or bluetyellons, 
whiteone veiiiobits. perlermange stuff, Thehanding'sreasonableandtheyre service, Brilliant all-roumder and v probitams.” RD3SOR 

| oradey raced an F2 for ton years and sold it for Matt Beaumont Steve Janes cheap iorum,” Madein Brad, twin-headight faing; 
more than | paid for it, Just cane the nuts off A and slways 27, sells bike Clothing for Gar nell I,and 30, joiner, has a 1% 349 F KarLee 95.2... same as F2, Hacwhllacr 
usa tap auality iwa-strake 6, used to own a 1993 RD350R. He sold it on har fe htusedtaor£istkl, John Lawrie 28, RiDEarteditor Backpurple:Dssontinued 

with 33,000 miles showing He’s done 50,000 miles 38 fireman, has a Y-reg 350LC with YPVS “| HAD two, The first was the early Jana 1998, 

Stuart Gunn "EAD no rouble with it atall | wasquiesunised “THE engine's having its first 1gine (a common hybrid) YPYS (EO00} wiihiheinikin! 
21, engineer, owned an 350LC because you haar nads of atocies abgut tham having rebuild atihemansent. Crank and ÄIVEhad couple and I've also hadihe250,s0Ikmewa: falring, and the sacandan F 
hought used lausy redighiily, pistons are all knackered, | ve just hit anout them, model, which cost me £1100. | gid 

“IT never blewup,bul e osarbox gl s2ize upon. The “A mate hadıoma and il Seized upon amatoowayrun spant £700 an paris, Elaweit, Never "oa'veaollaoheweisiofanythingcrash damaged,and abowt 10,000 miles on each and 
biggest proben with Ihemis you have to Kespaan eye on But | enjoyed mine immersely. The only thing it wong had so much fan In my life This s Ihe lirstiwe-giroke ha YPVS yorve gotische sureihepowervalesset sch heim whan Ihey hit 20,000 
Everylbing tormakesure it's OK. The bestining is that it have passihiy improved the bike would have een an since my Honda moped. can use il for geingieand irn slickirg, Mine blew up at 90mp$ on a matgrway:the miles, Both loved exhausi seals, 

wascheap orun." aleciricslart.” work.arıd al weskends use ittor rack days." piston crownmelted...” vibrating, and taking on 508." 
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Things to look for ... 
CRASHDAMAGE EXCESSIVE ee ENGINE 

hey all Sl ONETly =5 n-ke. Check wies ahanment and ook al the Amy rumbäng:or Ei al ira ih 

Shance naft-seal, headstock for sirass marks.and Taky paint near large bills = avoid 3t &8l cosis 
especially if d's |.Ff'l hand : _ 
side veualke- ty because it Games the D 
genen 

POWER VALVE 
SmokeTrämpowervaheimerhanism.al 

iront: of barels means (he seals are gone 

Theyll Iy nzad-ra-bushing as Wie 

nam Explensive 

Sunds an | e zir Hi] LIE e L 
| o3 cables; more kealy to bed carban bBuild-up 

on IHheivalves thernselves. Gar be fiked but 

| sevicsly sticking vahesımean air 

CENTRESTANDS 
Peaple taka them off in thebelief they'll g 

an axira 2 degrees of lean and a Bit meh 

accaleraton s 1o e Y .-l:.g"l. 

Eithar that or they bu ekxhausts which 

fn::ui them. og want fBcantrestand, you oo 

sckgearbo ol far mikiness: 1 Indicates 

It aettnginto the sysiem same- 

Wiese your sXcusss and ea WIS 

“| had no trouble at alt I was surprised, because you 
hear DaBIy stories” owner Matt B | 

bk, 

Power-valve cable pulley: check you get the grass Check for mileage, Rebores usually needed over Frame numbers: make sure it has them. Wonky 

NAFF PAINT 
Fag packet oo 

EM baut mostx 
air ee on 

© Ihe:t Ei 
PERGOmImeeS 

iheam in ihe first place 

RACED 
VERSIONS 

Gheck:sump. plagen 

brake caliper mounting 

Balls — ihey Ber 

dnlle Ickwinng? ll 

50, Is: DEEN race: 

„TUNING 

whirring noise when you switch on ignition 20,000 miles. Inspect for “seratehed" digits angine numbers mean it's been re-stamped. Avoid 
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What goes wrong? 
HEAD Taces, Swinging-anm bearings, Chains, sprock- 

ets all wear test negleried. Bores usuallylast- about 

20,009 miles. between rebores; rings 10-15,000 

miles. Clufches and crankshafts simllarıy shor-lvad 

- rumbäing from bottom end indicates mein bearing 

demise. Ponver-valves calch road crap and seize or 
blow seals — rebushang can cost EA with labour 

Brake calipers Salze, 

Servicing 
EAGY, Garbs have windows so you can synchionise 

slides. Changa gearbox oll evesy 6000 miles. Use 

Towäß.oll-Plug change every 2000 rniles, Air fifter is 

washable. Chack adjusiment of power-valve by twid- 

Jüng cable adjusiers io line up the setfing marks, 

and Ihen watch the mechanism while reveing engine 

10 see it opens propecty. Check enelant devels;and 

replace annualy. Dealer service should cost na more 

than £75 plus parts, 

mm 

METZELER tyras are favourite ii especially Comp ks 
tor extra orig. Man rm mean few modern tyres 

fit. Always-use an O-ring-chain, With proper-cane they 

car last over 20,000 miles, 

Tuning 
STAN Slephens or Bab Farnham furnes involve clean- 

ing and melching ports and 4 slight skim on the head 

10 rase compression = £75 or 50; Theenginels 

nioticezbdy crisper afienwards. F1 lgnition-sysiem 

gives another 500rpm ol uselul power when filled o 

an F&F1 carbs work well on F25. Loads of aftermar- 

kat air Titars, reed blocks and pipgs.Tuned' LCs can 

iop 1zsmph, Expect new rings every S000 miles. 

Well-wrought specials are beautiful but are rare 

and only worth more than a stocker to'a very small 

number of peaple. Homme-tuned bikes are siower and 

less raliable than stock. You hawa been warned, 

On ahudget? 
FRE-YPUS, the original LCs, are now appreciating; 

Mark One YPYSs wobDde ke hell o RDSS0N 

probably best ket 

Best buys 
1990 F2, especially [ retro-fifted with Fi 

Ignition and carbs. 

- Stillwantone? 
Money no object? 
NEW F2 and A models are shill avallabia from John 

Groombridoe Motoreyeles 101435 362466) at 23150, 

Anal 
AN THING Duned-by' sumenne who appears educa- 
fiomaily subnormal, amahing wihe Haifords aerasal 

paint-job, anything missing indicators, centrestands 

and amahing running en pre-mid That rules out 75. 4 
percent of used Ab350s. 

Top tips 
@ Ahways use synthetic cl. 

@ Mudliap keeps crap olf power-valve, 

& Use orginal equipment gaskets, pistons, rings. 

@ Clean brakes regularly. | 

@ Sleering damper is ausetul mod: 

@ Front forks a bit soft: heawier all and stiffer springs.a 

good idea; 

Prices 
350L6s entirely denendent anıeondikan and degree 

of originelle £1500-plus Bor an Grapinal minter 

wiich s rare); EBO- Tor a wool-woof whlch'lsn'). 

Mark. one YPVS - E&O0-21200 

RO3SOFIS ED-21300 
RD350F2: 19970 £1495 1987E 81550 

1988E £1595 1988F 21725 

1983F E1705 19896 £1495 

19906 £1850 1990H £2050 
1991H es 19914 E2150. 

ROGE0R: 19921 82275 1992 £2395 

1953k E250 19931 £2495 
15841 L2550 1994M. Ehre 
15050 TATS0 1995N. 82975 

THESE are: dealer prices— private grices for F2s and 

hs will be about £200-£250 cheaper. Modified bikes, 

eren Well-done ones; generaly worth no more than 

standard and oftan worth less: 

Fancytaking partin.afuture RiDE Buyer's Guide? Ring Cathy Dennis and ask her nicely and shell put 

your name on our database. The number to ring is 01733465692. Net up: Suzuki CSXE00 

USEFUL NUMBERS: LO Crmers Gib (1424 222641), Jahn Groombridge Motöreyales foe new ADISOS {01435 BE246E5] 
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