BUYER'S GUIDE YAMAHA RD350
Ry |
YA

4 )




BUYER’S GUIDE YAMAHA RD350

buzrzing up and down UK roads for 17

vears now — and bikes don't stay that
long on the modal line-up without being
exceedingly good, And refiable. The last few
new ones have just been sold go it's second-
hand only from now on.

When the original RD350 - tha LG -
appaared in 1980, its two-stroke twan-aylin:
dier engine was a technalogical revelation. In
steck trim the LC would leave the alr-cooled
750 ol the day for dead,

In 1884, Yamaha upped the stakes and
added the innovalive power-valve mecha-
nism which varies the exhaust port height 1a
give a howling top-end and good midrange
traciability. They calied it the Yarmaha Power
Valve System (YPWVS)

A goad RD350 YPVS will hit 120mph 2nd
mandle weil enough 1o be enjoyable. We're
tatking top laughs for as little as £1200.

A guestion mark has always hovered over
lhe 350LCs reliability, In reality, the LG
(YPVS. or otherwise) is a pretty reliable bike -
for a two-stroke - 80 long as it hasn't been
subjected to any hame luning. Huge
amaunts of power can be squeazed from the
engue, bul for each extra bhp comes the
increased threat of a blow-up.

With a goad, low-mileage bike running top
grade oil, a 3000-mile tour isn't aut of the
question. Find yourself the owner of a poarly
rebuilt bike and your life could soon dissolve
in tears of frustration. Many RD350s spend
half thair lives being lashed together and the
other hall baing thrashed back into the work-
shop: avoid al all costs,

Thess are five basic types of Yamaha
RO350: the original 350LC (no power-valve,
basic monoshock, curved spoke wheels); the
firsl YPVS (pikini fairing, rising-ralo rear sus-
pension and slight wobble at spead); the F1
{taperad black pipes. new frame, mare
powarl; tha F2 (alloy end ¢cans on the

T HE liguid-cooled RD35GD has boeen

silencers, 2 tad more power) and the RE350R

imada in Brazil, twin-headlarmps, sarly ones

| bought one!

Dave Woolley

29, rat-catcher (1), owns a 1991 F2 model,

which he bought used. It now has 4000
miles up
“THIS is my third F2. ' had 2 Blue gne and 8 red-ang
white ora | love i L bits.

‘| proddy raced an £2 1o o yezrs gad sold i for

moee than | paid for it Just cane the nuts off i and slwsys

use top guality twa-siroke 06,

Stuart Cunn
21, engineer, owned an 350LC
bought used

“IT newar bleveup, bul e oearbos o

pvirything th make sure it's OK. Tha best Ining is that it
was cheap Lo run.”
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i saize up onil. The
biggest probiam with [hem iS wou have 10 kesp an eyean

It may be a bit long in
the tooth, but as a
used buy the RD3501s
a bike for the pext
thrlllenium

were restricted but most will have bean
unplugged by now). In addition unfaired ver-
slons were sold of the F1 and FZ (F for
faired), called the N and N2 (N for naked)

It's taken ages, but AD250s are now oid
hat: narrow tyres, 15mph slower than an
Aprilia RS250, slightly wobbly handling,
birakes that lack fee!. But an RD350 will still
rake yous grin, which is what it's all about.

The old RD beats tha modern stuff with a
proper dual seat, riding pesition thal won't
cripple you, a four-gallon tank, and an engine
that's easier ta waork on. A good used ona
can be had for under two grand, whereas a
two grand RGY is a blow-up wailing 1o happen

Sa who buys them these days?
Eithar the semi
skint, or older poo-
ple who appreciate
the fun inherent in a good
RD350. Les of
Birmingham’s Speedaway
Maotoreyclee says: “The
last two I've had want 1o
middle-aged people.’

Tony Greenslade, mem-
barship secretary of the
LG Owners Club, agrees
"Lots of peopla in their 305
and 40s, who wanted
them when they were
younger, are buying them.”

Ihe smell of two-
stroke ofl smoke hanging
argund yoar; 1he feeling as the
reys rise past G000; the from end
going light; hooligan rides down fast
A-roads. All this is part and parcel ef
the RD3E0 experience. You can buy a
Kawasak ZX-6H and rida it sedately.
Yau can buy a Honda Blackbind and
never exceed the tan. You can buy a
418 and use it for city commuting. But
you can't, you just can', buy an RD350
andd resist 1he temptation to =craw il to
iha imit. Bliss ...

§

1 ;"-**‘fq_‘.Just cane the nuts?
. off it-and’always
“use top quality.
two-stroke oil”

Dave Wooplley; owner.

Cavin Adams Tim Humphries i l
Duncan Powell 21, student, owns 2 26, accountant, owns a 1989 F2 model n I we.
22, injection moulder, 19490 F2 mode! bought used for £1050 -
owned 3 1994 RD350R “IT was the first &6 hike §'ve had “{T had an £800 rebuild just bafore | bought it s the first Tim Thampson
bought new. He sold it The PIEVIDUS OIWNer Was A ¥isal twe-siroke | ve aver owned 33, RIDE editor
with 15,500 miles up and it was mint = ooked st a (ol ‘A Jong 2s you aren’t doing many médesanddon'tfive  “) HAD my first 35000 when I was

I bovm thiey e gressl,” al callege. it dribbled ol fromthe
axhaust sedlz and rad a big
midrange flat spot. But it made
me a sixth-farm legand. When it got stalen, | was 20
upset | nearly gave up bikes altogether. In 1986 | baught
a nesw N-mogal, I did 16,000 rmales withos! a propet
service, Brilliant all-rouwnder and rig protiams.”

betore | bought it because there
aresamie swidl anes aroend It
wasn'l Ine lasiest thingan the
road, bul Ihe way 1he power came in was moredidie. 1l
was writien-off with 10,000 miles up. L3500 worth ol
damane 1o a bike thal was anly wortn two grand.”

“YOU have towaloh wival you buy
becausa there are some dodgy
fevies. Ming leaked exhausl s2als
&l Ine fime. At ome paint it was costing mea latung.
Whan | s0id 11 it was rattling: | think the crank was on e
Wy out

Steven Barrett

19, matorcycle mechanic, has a 1985
RD350R bought new

“THEY'RE vary good Dikes i you'ra not used 10 fiding high
pertormance slutf, The handiing's reasonable and they're

Matt Beaumont Steve lones cheap o run

27, sells bike clothing for Carnell, and 30, joirer, has a 1989 F2 v Kar Lee

used to own a 1993 RD350R. He sold iton bought used for £1900, John Lawrie 28, RIDE art editor

with 33,000 miles showing He's done 50,000 miles 38, fireman, has a Y-reg 350LC with YPVS | HAD two, The first was the eariy
" HAD o frauble with 1 atall | was quite susprised “THE gngine’s having It 1irst engine (a common hybrid) ¥PVS (E900) with the bikinl

I'VE had & couple and I've lso had the 250, solknow a
it &fdaul thiam
You've got 1o bewase of anything crash damaged, and
with a YPVS you've got fo be sure the power-valve isn'
slicking. Mine blew up at 90mph on a motorway: the
piston crown meited..

fairing, and the secondan F
model, which cost me £1100. |4
about 10,000 miles oneach and
soddd thesm when ey hit 20,000
miles. Both loved exhaust seals,
vibrating, and teking on ¥50s."

rebuid at themameanl. Crank and
pistons are gl knackersd. 've just
spent £700an parts. ! love il Mevps
hatd so misth Tun In my e This s the Lest Two-stroke
sinca my Honda moped. | can use it for going tnand from
wiork and af weekends usa it for track days.”

because you hear ioads of stones about them having

* A mate had one gnd it seized 1P ona matooway run
Butl enjoyed mine immensaly. The caly thing that woult
have gossibly improved the bike wouli have beenan
gleciric slart.”

RD350LC

VWhite, biue,
8 or biack with
contrasting stickars
Faw changes aunng
life = carbs ravised, Le-
barsadded undear
engine to resingt movemnent
on rubber mounis which was cracking exhaust
pipas, Last models will hiavaY- or A-plates

RD350YPVS A
First power-valve moded. Bikent fainng,
rsing-rate rear shodck, all-

nesy frame and forks; slatted

ey

RD3I50F A
RD350N unfaired version A
Full fairing, new clocks, improved
Drakes and SUSPENSION, MOne power.
Rediwhiteblus,

RD350F2.A

RD350N2 unfaired version

8 Alloy endd cares on silencers, restyied
fued taniowith aircratt-style filler, mors

powes, new carbs. White/red,

8 MNew colours: Black/grey.red, Whitadned
or blueryeiow

RD350R

9 hadain Brazd, twin-haadight tairng,
machanicallysameas F2, Radiwhile or

oEackpurple. Dcortnued

Jarnany 19898
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BUYER’S GUIDE YAMAHA RD350

NAFF PAINT
Fag packet colours ane
OF, bt most custom
paint jobs only apgaal
1o the tasialess people
who Comimissiangsd
themvin the first placa

Things to look for ...

CRASH DAMACGE
Check whee! alignment and Kook at the
heddsiock for strass marks and flaky paint

ENCINE
Ary ruminéng. ar rEtting from the angne wil
mean jarge bile - svoid &t all costs

EXCESSIVESMOKE
They all smoke, Sir, but overly-smiokey
siencer indicates a lsaking grankshaft seal,
especially If 1's reluctant 1o start. Lsfi-hand
side usually guiity bacause | cames the
genesator loed. Walk away

RACED
VERSIONS

Check sump plug and
braka caliger mounting
bolts — have they been
drilied for leskwinng? I
=0, it's been moed

e

TUNING
Few BDA50 "uners”
know what they're
choirg, Better tobuy
standard il you can,
Giveaways are KAN
liters andd expansion
chamisars

POWER VALVE
Smoke from powarvalva mechanism al
front of bamels means tha seals are gone.
They'll probably nead re-bushing as wel,
That's expensiv,

Listen to the "whes-whee? noiss of power-
valve machanism cycing, If it S1ulters or
sounds hesitant, it's seizing up. Couild be
oid-cabiles; more Healy 1o be carbon bulld-up |
on tha valves thamsalvas. Gan be fixed but [T
sericusly sticking valves mean a sinp, which
mesans removing the barmes as wall. No
whee-whaae nosa 3t allmeans the power-
vaive molor's burmed ot o

“| had no trouble at all. | was surprised, because yo
hear nasty stories” owner Matt Beaumont =

CENTRESTANDS
People Taks them aff in thi beliel they'll get
an extra 2 degress of lean and a bit mar
accaleration cue 10 the reducad weght
Either that or they buy crap sxhausts which
foul them. You want a centrestand, you do

CEARBOX
Check gearbox ol for meianess, | mdicates
totdant gettng into the system 36me-
winers, Make your excuses and lpave

ENCINE/FRAME NUMBERS |
MANY REA50s are nickad, NMumbers should
notonly match the og book, but sholdd

also read) the same &5 each other. I they
aren't identical, but malch the log bock, it's
had snanging changs and yoU shoued Sk
10 soea receintl It may be kosher, but then
apain ... If numbers ton't match the loa-
book, it's definitely hooky: walk-away and

Power-valve cable pulley: check you get the grasgs the git 10 the police
whirring noise when you switch onignition - g

Frame numbers; make sure it has them. Wonky
engine numbers mean it's been re-stamped. Avoid

Check for mileage. Rebores usually needed over
20,000 miles. Inspect for “scratched” digits
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USEFUL NUMEERS: LO Owners Club (01428 422641),

Still want one?

What goes wrong?

HEAD races, swinging-arm bearings, chaing, sgrock-
ets afl wear fast il neglected. Bores usually last abost
20,000 miles betwean rebores; rings 10-15,000
miles. Clutches and crankshatts simdlacly shoet-lived
- rumbding from boltom aend indicates main bearing
deimise. Powsr-valves calch rosd crap and seize or
blow seals — rebushing c3n cost £200 with labour,
Hrake cafipers saize,

servicing

EASY. Carbs have windows 50 you can syncheonise
slides. Change. gearbox oll every 6000 mifes: Usa
10w/40 oll. Plug change every 2000 miles. Air fifler is
washable, Chock adiusiment of power-valve by twid-
diing cable adjusters to ling up the setting marks,
and then walch the mechanism while rewwing engine
1o see it opens properly. Chack cootant levels, and
replace annually. Deater service should cost ng more
than £75 plus paris.

Gonsumables
.

METZELER tyras are favourile 1. especially Comp Ks
for axtra gnip. Mamow rims mean few modem tyres
HE. Abways use an O-ring chaln, With proper care thay
can last over 20,000 miles

STAN Stephens or Bob Farnham tunes involve clean-
ing and matching ports and & slight skim on ihe head
1o raise compression — £75 or 50, The enging |5
rioticeably crisper afterwards. F1 lgnition system
gives anothar S00rpm of uselul power when fitled 1o
an F2. F1 carbs work wall on F25. Loads of zfermar-
Kl alr filters, reed tlocks and pipes. Tuned LCs can
1op 125mph. Expect new rings every 5000 miles.

Well-wroughl specials ere beautifd, but are rare
and only worth more than a stocker o a vary small
numbar of peaple. Home-tuned bikes are slowar ant
less reliable then stock. You have been warned

On a bucget?

PRE-YPVS. the onginal LCs, are now appreciating.
Mark One YPVSS wobdie llke hell so RDISON
probably best bet,

Best buys

1690 F2, espectally if retro-fifted with F1
Ignitien &nd carbs

Johin-Groombricgpe Maborcyclas for

Money no ohject?

NEW FZ and B models are shll avallabie from John

Groombridge Motorcycles (01435 862466) at £3150.

Avoid

ANYTHING twned by someoae who aopears educa-
tionally submonmal; anything with 2 Haifords aenosol
paint-job;, anyihing missing ingicators, cenresiands
and anyihing renning on pre<mic That rules sut 75
per cent of used 8D350s

Toptips

@ Ahways use synthetic ol

@ Muditap keeps crap olf power-valve,

@ Use original equipment gaskets, pistons, rings:

@ (lean brakes requiariy.

& Sleering damper Is a usatul mod,

@ Froot forks a bit seft: heavier oll and stiffer springs a
GO0d idea,

Pices

350LCs entirely dependant on condition and degrae
ot originality. £1500-plus tor an oripinal minter
(which i5 rare); £600 for & woal-woof (which [sn't)
Mark one YPVS £600-£1200

RD350F1s £900-£1300
RO350F2: 18870 £1495 18B7E  E1550
1988€ £1585 1988F fR1725
1889F £1785 19696  £1855
19906 £1950 1990H E2050
1891H £20095 19914 £2160.
ROG50R: 1992) £2275 1992 2395
1893K £2430 1993L 22495
1894L E2550 1994M  £2675
1895M £2750 1995N  E2475

THESE ara dealer prices — privale prices for F2s and
A= will be abowt £200-£250 cheager. Modified bikes,
oven well-done ones, qenerally worth no more than
standsrd and often worih Jess.

nesiy ADAG0s {01435 BAZAGE
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Fancy taking part in a future RIDE Buyer's Cuide? Ring Cathy Dennis and ask her nicely and she'll put
your name on our database. The number to ring is OI7T33 465692, Next up: Suzuki CGSXE00
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